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The Apocalypse of John is a 
fantastic story. In all likelihood, 
the other eleven apostles had al-
ready been put to death. James, 
John’s brother, was the very first 
apostle to die. Herod Agrippa be-
headed him in Acts chapter 12. 
Now John was old and alone and in 
exile on the island of Patmos just 
across the sea from his beloved 
Ephesus. Imagine the old man 
with streaming white hair being 
forced to quarry marble. The edg-
es of stone were sharp, and his an-
cient hands were scarred. It’s the 
Lord’s Day, and John is in prayer. 
Perhaps he was thinking about his 
friends’ faces as he prayed when, 

suddenly, he was called through 
an open door into heaven.

The last book of the Bible, 
Revelation (no “s” on the end), is 
incredibly visual. We see and feel 
it more than read it. As the vision 
is coming to an end, John sees a 
lake of fire, and Jesus turns to him 
and says, in Revelation 21:6 – 8, 
“It is done! I am the Alpha and 
the Omega, the beginning and 
the end. To the thirsty, I will give 
from the spring of the water of life 
without payment. The one who 
conquers will have this heritage, 
and I will be his God, and he will 

Courageous 
Christianity
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ONLINE
Our programs are available over the 
internet starting Sunday at 10:00 
(Children’s Bible Hour), 10:30 (Adult 
Class) and 11:00 (Worship). The pro-
grams will also be available to watch 
online later. Just visit 

www.StJohnChurchOfChrist.org 

and select “Sermons” from the 
menubar at the top, or from You-
Tube.com.

Children’s Bible Class

Our puppet buddies, Pete and Pe-
nelope and Friends, teach import-
ant Bible lessons and life skills. In 
addition, there are activity packets 
available for all the kids.  Contact 
Pam Turner if you would like pack-
ets sent to your kids.

Adult Bible Class

James, the brother of Jesus, wrote 
one of the most down-to-earth let-
ters in the New Testament. Join us 
online every Sunday as John McKeel 
shares from his recent book, James 
the Brother of Jesus Speaks.

LIVE!
Worship

11:00 – 11:45 a.m.

We’re meeting at the build-
ing again live starting at 11:00 
a.m.

https://stjohnchurchofchrist.org/giving
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News, Notes & 
Prayer Requests

Gayle was taken to the emer-
gency room last Saturday, and 
transferred to the hospital in 
Hutchinson for a couple of days. 
She is home now, but still would 
appreciate prayers.

Carol had her second wrist 
surgery last week and is doing 
well.

Little two-year-old Maren’s 
second transplant is doing better. 
Please continue to pray for her 
and her entire family.

Let’s continue to pray for our 
community as we deal with the 
pandemic. The active cases have 
dropped significantly!

 A Place for Pictures 
Jan and John are celebrating their first year in St. John!

be my son. But as for the cowardly, 
the faithless, the detestable, as for 
murderers, the sexually immoral, 
sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, 
their portion will be in the lake 
that burns with fire and sulfur, 
which is the second death.”

Wait a minute! I can under-
stand there is no room in heaven 
for murderers, the sexually im-
moral, sorcerers, idolaters, and 
even liars, but cowards? Reread, 
verse eight. Yes, “the cowardly.” 

It’s a fact that faith requires 
courage. Shamgar fought 600 
heavily armed Philistines with 
what amounted to a broom han-
dle (Judges 3:31). David defeated 
the giant Goliath with a slingshot 
(1 Samuel 17). Jonathan and his 
armor-bearer – with one sword 
between them – routed the Phi-
listines (1 Samuel 14). Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego took a 
stroll in a fiery furnace (Daniel 3) 
because they believed and true 
belief requires courage.

Being a martyr requires cour-
age, but so does being a mother. 
Being a prophet requires courage, 
but so does being a dad. Being an 
apostle like John requires cour-
age, but so does being a teenage 
Christian.

I’d like to think that, like the 
Egyptian martyrs in 2015, I would 
allow someone to cut off my head 
rather than denounce Jesus, but 
do I have the courage today to say, 
“No”? Do I have the courage to 
walk away from temptation? Do I 
have the courage to reach out and 
touch someone in pain, to stand 
with those who aren’t beautiful 
or powerful or rich, to endure rid-
icule, or to have people laugh at 
me because I am a Christian and 
still hold my head up high? 

You can do it! Our older broth-
er Jesus is standing right there 
with us. God, the Holy Spirit 
dwells in our hearts and will give 
you the power to overcome. 


