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Sometimes I think rope has a 
mind of its own. I was sitting on 
the cabin top of my sailboat, sort-
ing out a particularly nasty tan-
gle in one of the lines. Then, with 
envy, I thought about Alexander 
the Great’s solution to untying 
the Gordian Knot. Do you remem-
ber the story? The city fathers 
presented Alexander with an in-
credibly complicated knot. They 
told him anyone who could untie 
the knot would be made king of 
the city. Alexander studied it for 
a moment, drew his razor-sharp 
sword, and cleanly sliced the knot 
in two. I touched the hilt of my 
sheath knife while looking at the 
mess before me but then contin-
ued to untangle it slowly.

There is a beautiful word in 
our Greek New Testament, katar-
tizo that means: “to put in order, 
restore.” (Remember our English 
Bibles are translations of ancient 
Greek originals.) When Jesus 
was walking by the Sea of Gali-

lee, he saw two fishermen, James 
and John, the sons of Zebedee, 
“mending their nets” (Matthew 
4:21; Mark 1:19). They were re-
pairing them and carefully fold-
ing the nets in preparation for the 
next night’s fishing. It’s important 
to put things back in their place 
and make sure they are ready to 
use again. “Preventive mainte-
nance” is easily neglected, but the 
long-term consequences can be 
dire. How often do you see people 
checking the oil in their cars when 
they fill up their tanks with gas? 
Some day that lack of attention 
will become an expensive repair!

As Christians, how often do we 
fail to put our spiritual life back in 
order? How much time do we de-
vote to spiritual preventive main-
tenance? It’s all too easy to neglect 
prayer, Bible study, and medita-
tion. “Someday, I’ll have time,” we 
announce, but when? The Apostle 
Paul closes his second letter to the 
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News and Notes

SPECIAL OFFERING RESULTS
“Let’s Start Talking” has prov-

en to be a very effective means of 
sharing the Gospel. The program 
uses a simplified version of the 
book of Luke to teach English to 
people who are trying to learn our 
language. It not only helps them 
learn English, it focuses the con-
versation on spiritual matters. 
They learn the story of Jesus.

Last Sunday morning we 
raised almost $3,00 to help Luke 
Alpers teach this summer in 
Thailand! There is still time to 
contribute. Simply mark your of-
fering “Alpers’ Mission” and drop 
it in the collection plate. 

Ladies’ Bible Class Tomorrow Night
Ladies’ don’t forget: your next 

Bible class will be tomorrown 
night, Monday, February 10th at 
7:00 P.M., in the Fellowship Hall.

 For Your Prayers

There are many different kinds 
of prayer. There are prayers 
of thanksgiving, prayers of 
praise, prayers of need, but 
the most Christian prayer is 
one of intercession. You can’t 
intercede for yourself. This 
prayer is is others and is com-
pletely selfless.

So who are you going to 
pray for this week?
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Scan this QR code with your 
Smart Phone to visit our website: 

https://stjohnchurchofchrist.org
Follow us on Facebook! 

Do you have a news item, 
prayer request, or event to share 
with us? Call John McKeel (619) 
313-7997.

Corinthians with this prayer us-
ing our word in a most interesting 
way: “Finally, brothers, rejoice. 
Aim for restoration, comfort one 
another, agree with one anoth-
er, live in peace; and the God of 
love and peace will be with you” 
(2 Corinthians 13:11, ESV). The 
old King James and many others 
read, “Be perfect,” but what Paul 
is emphasizing is the sense, “put 
your life back in order so you’ll be 
ready for what is ahead.”

Sometimes we need some help 
putting things right, so notice Ga-
latians 6:1, where Paul uses the 
same word: “Brothers, if anyone is 
caught in any transgression, you 
who are spiritual should restore 
him in a spirit of gentleness,” 
(ESV).

There! I didn’t have to use my 
knife. The line has been restored, 
and it is ready to be used the mo-
ment it is needed. I just pray my 
life is in order too! Maybe it’s time 
for some spiritual preventive 
maintenance.


