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If I don’t take the moment to reflect, “Will this
achieve the righteousness of God?” I may be
speaking too rashly. I might be correct in my
position, but closing the doors for meaningful
conversations.
Before the next Twitter post, ask yourself, “Will
this come across in such a way as to draw together or to push apart?" If it incites strong
emotion in you, reflect on how it might be seen
by those who disagree. After all, the goal is not
to take a side, the goal is to be like God.

Grace and peace,

Carl

St John Church of Christ
609 N Pearl
St John, KS 67576
620-549-6146

What does it matter, what we post or don’t
post? Perhaps nothing at all. But, perhaps it
matters a lot. Maybe it caters to our impulsive
nature, so that we say things without regard to
how it might seem to others. Perhaps the posts
that express our frustration with the “police” or
the “police haters”, or the “gun advocate” or
the “gun opponent”, or whatever other issue
we want to speak about… perhaps it arises
from our fears and biases.

Where belonging to God means belonging to each other.

tion. For most who hold an opposing view, it
tends to cause them to dismiss, discount, or
disregard the “repost”. Our friends who hold
the same position might repost the statement.
You won’t find someone who views the world
differently stating, “I’m reposting this because
I’ve never considered this in this light.”
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James tells me, Be quick to hear, slow to
speak, and slow to anger. For the anger of a
man does not achieve the righteousness of
God. Implicit in his statement is the concept
that followers of God are motivated by achieving the righteousness of God. I find that a worthy goal.
How then, do I allow my daily walk to reflect
that value? What things must I abandon, modify, or implement to accomplish this goal?
Perhaps we can find a hint of the answer by
returning to the verse? Quick to hear, slow to
speak, and slow to anger… This, given the impulsive nature of our culture, might prove
more of a challenge.
Twitter, Instagram, or Facebook are all popular
methods of “instant” communication. We can
all post or repost whatever catchy little phrase
or meme’ that says exactly what we believe.
Perhaps the shock value of the photo will tug
at the hearts of others exactly as it has tugged
at our own hearts. Maybe untold thousands
will abandon long held beliefs and positions
because of this pitiful little puppy, or an unborn baby, or picture of the latest school
shooting. After all, it made me look.
Unfortunately, these don't draw the reflective
attention of those who disagree with the posiContinued on back page . . .

SUNDAY:

WEDNESDAY:
ELDERS:
DEACONS:
TREASURER:

Leisure Homestead Service—9:30 am
Bible Study for all ages—10:00 am
Worship Service—10:45 am
Varies by Time of Year (refer to Bulletin News)
Richard Brensing, Teddy Gingrich, Terry Sallee,
George Shelton, Tom Turner
Jerry Kinnamon, Chris Mansel, Orrin Feril
Richard Brensing

WORSHIP ORDER FOR JULY 8, 2018
SONG LEADER: Richard Brensing
GATHERING SONG: No. 71—As the Deer
WELCOME: Tom Turner
SCRIPTURE READING: Psalm 33:12-22 (Ben Sizemore)
SONGS: No. 461—Be Not Dismayed Whate’er Betide
No. 517—Heaven Came Down
No. 524—I Know Whom I Have Believed
(vs 1, 3, 4)
No. 538—My Hope is Built on Nothing Less
(vs 1, 2, 4)
No. 803—Turn My Heart
PRAYER: Jerry Kinnamon
SONG: No. 464—Because He Lives
COMMUNION: Orrin Feril
Teddy Gingrich
Joe Cornwell
Chris Mansel
MEMORY WORK: Carl Feril (Romans 13:11-12)
SONG: No. 959—Just a Little Talk with Jesus
LESSON: Carl Feril (Children’s Bible Hour)
SONG: No. 907—Heark, the Gentle Voice (vs 1)
PRAYER: Terry Sallee

-----
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WELCOME VISITORS

We are pleased you have joined us in worship and hope that
you will come again!

Chet & Marla Lyons
July 9

Dates for Silver Maple Camp:
 First Session: July 8-14 (Ages 9-13)
 Director: Steve Sears
 Some of our kids will be at camp this week!!
 Second Session: July 15-21 (Ages 13-18)
 Director: Bruce Dimick
 Third Session: July 22-28 (Ages 9-18)
 Director: Mark Haas
 Day Camp: July 10 or July 11 (Ages 7-9)
 Director: Bonnie Ward
More information on the website: www.silvermaplecamp.com

PRAYER REQUESTS

Darrell Willinger—his heart cath last week went well;
he has a healthy heart!
Fred Grunder—scheduled for heart valve replacement
on Monday
Gayle Byer—recuperating from knee surgery
Dena Mansel—feeling better
Jim Sorensen (Tara’s brother-in-law) brain cancer
Stan Aldrich—health concerns
Rick Toland (Marla’s cousin in Topeka) - chemo for
Stage 4 bladder cancer
Vince, Teddy’s brother-in-law—heart problems
Glennys Sallabedra (Tom’s mother) - in Leisure
Homestead in Stafford
David Sizemore (Ben & Hannah’s dad)
Gayle Sears (Marla’s friend) breast cancer; chemo
Kim Staub—Parkinson’s
Diane Campbell—MS
Jim Walton (Stafford) - throat cancer
Katherine Suiter—cancer
Crystal Easley (Terry & Linda Welch’s daughter) cancer
David Ivy (Marilyn’s brother) - Emphysema
Jenny Walker (Carol’s sister)
Roger Dick—ongoing cancer treatments
Theo Birkett (Tara’s mother)
Jim Soukup (Gingrich’s son-in-law [Shari’s husband])
June Cornwell—Kenwood Plaza
Church website: www.stjohnchurchofchrist.org

